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" Each party shall ensure that any patent application shall not be rejected solely on the grounds that
the subject matter claimed in the application is related to a naturally occurring micro-organism

? Article 103(3) may be interpreted as requiring the grant of a patent on a naturally occurring micro-
organism, provided that the patentability requirements (novelty, inventive step, industrial
applicability) are met. In other words, it stipulates that such a micro-organism may be an 'invention'.
It's a TRIPS-plus provision since TRIPS does not define what an 'invention' is, and while it obliges
Members to patent micro-organisms, it leaves them the possibility of limiting patents to modified -not
natural occuring- micro-organisms.
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