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We, the assembled group of 3,000 people
from FTA Watch, civil society networks
and people’s networks, have come together
to Chiang Mai from 18 September 2013 to
today at the second round of free trade
negotiations between Thailand and the
European Union in order to convey to both
negotiating teams our concerns and the
standpoints of the people’s networks and
Thai civil society groups, as well as to
communicate to Thai society the impacts
which would arise from acceptance of the

EU’s demands.
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This is why we have clearly recognized that
the European Union has insisted on pushing
for its demands on various issues on the
basis of profit of giant transnational
companies, both in the pharmaceuticals and
agribusiness sectors, and multinational
investors which threaten the survival of
small-scale farmers, food security, and the
public health care system, as well as
policies and state measures for the
development of the quality of life of the
people, and environmental protection. This
is inhuman behavior. It hinders peace and
solidarity-building between the two
regions. It undermines democracy. It runs

directly counter to the esteem with which
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the winner of a Nobel Peace Prize is held.

We can say that being here today we can
see the real faces behind the group of
countries which claim to be seeking to
build an economic partnership that is
equitable, sustainable, and respects human
rights, and protects the environment. What
we see is that they are brokers for
businessmen who are simply after
maximizing their profits, regardless of
whether the product is a matter of life and
death, and bio-pirates which seize and
monopolise biological resources of others

and the benefits they bring.
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Meanwhile, the behavior of the large
capitalist monopolies in our country are
pushing for the government and the
negotiating team to accept unfair demands
in order to secure a Free Trade Agreement.
This reinforces to us that these capital
groups are ready to trade away the lives of
the farmers, those on low incomes, with
chronic illnesses, our public health care and
welfare systems, development towards
better and more sustainable quality of life,
and governance of the environment - all for

their private commercial profits.
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These points force us to be strong. We
must build stronger and broader networks
who learn and gain greater awareness of the

serious crisis that threatens us.
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Our success today is that we have realized
clearly that what we are fighting for is
worthwhile and of great value. Whether it
is access to essential life-saving medicines
at affordable prices, or the natural resource
base which is fundamental to our farming
system and good quality food, or the policy
and the measures of the State which will
have a impact on the development of the

quality of life and our environment.
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And we resolutely refuse to give these up.
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Today, we declare

F4
WINISWOUTTMA o AN

That we are willing to reinforce the
strength of the negotiating team in
opposing the pressure and the attempts to

exploit us by the EU.
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We will continue to monitor the
negotiations closely, and together we will
resist to the maximum, if the EU pushes
forward any demands that will impact upon

our way of life and our survival.
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And we will come back for certain in
greater numbers, with information, with
stronger resolve, and we will not retreat an
inch to exploitation by the large-scale

capitalist groups.
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Declared in front of the Le Meridien Hotel,

Chiang Mai, 19 September 2013
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